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Leading Off

What a terrific 20" Anniversary Celebration we had in
May! Chair Guin Robinson headed up the planning
committee which included Ambassadors from Class |
through XIX . These class agents located class members
who were out-of-touch, planned reunion lunches for
their class, and encouraged all to attend the
anniversary events. In addition, Gail Andrews, Tim
Ritchie and Lawrence Pijeaux arranged afternoon tours
of the Birmingham Museum of Art, McWane Center,
and Birmingham Civil Rights Institute respectively.
Over 350 members of Leadership Alabama enjoyed a
beautiful and energetic evening at the Birmingham
Museum of Art where they were entertained by The
Capitol Steps and enjoyed a tapas dinner and great
conversation. Class XX joined members for the evening
to kick off their final retreat. We have included pictures
from the 20" Anniversary Celebration in this issue.

My sincere thanks go to Sid McAnnally as he ends his
term as Chair of our Board of Directors. Sid has spent
an extraordinary amount of time not only leading the
Leadership Alabama board, but also moderating class
meetings throughout the program year. Under Sid’s
leadership, Class XX experienced a remarkably fast
paced and engaging program. We welcome Bill
Coleman as our new chair and look forward to his
leadership.

You will soon receive a postcard with instructions on
updating your member information on line. Ifyou have
not already done so, it is important to visit the member
only section of the Leadership Alabama website to
make sure your contact information is up to date.
Ashley Whatley will compile a new directory, this time
with contact information only, to be distributed this
fall. Members whose dues are current will receive the
director free of charge. Inactive members may pur-
chase the directory from the Leadership Alabama office
after it has been distributed.

The Leadership Alabama board of directors is pleased to
present Class XXI. We will hold Regional Receptions to
welcome members of the class, and | hope you will
make an effort to attend the reception in your area.
This strong class of leaders from across the state will
begin the program year in Montgomery as we join
PARCA and Alabama Public Television to host the 2010
(andidate Debates in Montgomery. Look for specifics in
this newsletter and watch for an invitation in
September. Looking forward to a busy and cooler fall,

Bartara
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In my twenty years at Leadership Alabama, | have come to see quite clearly that our organization is
about only one thing - the people who make up our membership. In 1989, Mike Jenkins and Bill Smith
had the vision for an organization that would bring people together across geography, professions, and
ideological perspectives to consider the opportunities and challenges for our state’s future. With
admirable persistence they recruited others-- Jim Balkcom, Winton Blount, Mary Jane Caylor, Eddie
Friend, Bill Green, Frank McRight, John Rouse and Odessa Woolfolk to name just a few - who laid the
groundwork for remarkable commitment to the success of Leadership Alabama.

Through the years we have seen individuals discover their leadership path as they move through the
program yeatr, interacting with classmates and reacting to issues and challenges that hinder Alabama'’s
progress. Some are moved to offer themselves for public service. Presently, Leadership Alabama
membership includes 14 mayors, 19 city and county council members, nine state legislators, four
members of the State Board of Education, one congressman, and a dozen federal, state and county



