
 

  

Leading off 
 

     ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƎŜƴƛǳǎ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǳǎΗ L ŀƳ ǎƻ 
proud to share the news that Dr. Regina 
Benjamin, a Bayou La Batre physician 
known for her work in rural health care 
whose clinic has persevered through 
hurricanes and fire, has been granted a 
MacArthur Fellowship, often called the 
"genius award."   Regina participated in 
Class II and served on our board for 
several years, and she has contributed 
her expertise in healthcare to numerous 
retreats.  I know you join me in 
congratulating Regina for this well 
deserved honor.  There is a more 
detailed story about Regina and the 
McArthur Award in this newsletter.   
 
     I hope you have all received your 
pictorial directory which was mailed this 
week.  Our Administrative Assistant 
Ashley Whatley put many hours into the 
production of the directory, and I am 
sure you appreciate her hard work.  The 
directory contains the most up-to-date 
information we have, but I am sure we 
will have some changes and corrections.  
We will send an addendum in a few 
weeks, so please contact Ashley with 
any information we should include. 

 
     Class XIX will meet for the opening 
retreat in two weeks.  That weekend will 
wrap up with a timely presentation by 
two nationally known political scientists.  
Read about the event in this newsletter 
and make your reservation to attend 
soon.  I hope to see you there. 
 
 
             

      Barbara Larson 

We are offering a unique experience on Saturday, 
October 18 in Montgomery.  You are invited to join 
Class XIX for a discussion of national election issues 
with Earl and Merle Black, nationally recognized 
political scientists at Rice and Emory respectively.   
You may have seen them  
on .ƛƭƭ aƻȅŜǊǎΩ Journal  
recently as they discussed  
their newest book, Divided America: The Ferocious 
Power Struggle In American Politics.  The session is 
scheduled for 10:30 a.m. at the Renaissance Hotel 
downtown.  A luncheon will follow the discussion.  I 
hope you will want to attend this timely event. Watch 
for email and postcard invitations or make your 
reservation now by calling (334)265-2297 or email 
awhatley@leadershipal.org  
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BREAKING NEWS! 
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Statewide Innovative Education Initiative Calling for Leaders 
 

The Alabama Citizens for Constitutional Reform (ACCR) Foundation, a non-
partisan education organization, is launching its largest initiative to date.  A Mock 
Constitution Convention will convene in the spring and summer of 2009.  This 
ŦŀƭƭΣ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ !ƭŀōŀƳŀΩǎ млр ǎǘŀǘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘǎ ŀǊŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀǎƪŜŘ 
to assist in the process of identifying someone from their area to serve as a 
delegate to the 2009 Mock Convention.  If you are interested in being a delegate 
or would like to learn more about this project, please go to the following web 
site:   http://www.constitutionalreform.org/mockconvention.shtml   
The deadline to apply to serve as a delegate using the online form is October 15, 
2008.   
 

If you have any questions or would like to serve on your local district selection 
committee, please contact Mark Berte, ACCR Foundation Grassroots Education 
Director and Leadership Alabama Class 17:  (205) 266-3371 or 
Mark@constitutionALreform.org 
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     SAVE THE DATE ς REGIONAL RECEPTIONS 
  

As we get ready to welcome our new members to Leadership Alabama, we will be hosting regional receptions throughout the 
state.  Please mark your calendars to attend and join us in welcoming those in your area. 

 

 MOBILE  -  October 7 at the offices of Armbrecht Jackson LLP  
          1300 Riverview Plaza, 63 South Royal Street, Mobile 

 WIREGRASS -  October 14 at the Highland Oaks Golf Course Clubhouse 
                  904 Royal Parkway, Dothan 

 

We had wonderful regional receptions in Huntsville, Birmingham and Montgomery.  Other regional events are being scheduled.   
If you are interested in hosting a regional reception in your area, please contact the Leadership Alabama office at 334-265-2297  
or email la@leadershipal.org. 

 

 

 Bayou La Batre's Dr. Regina Benjamin wins MacArthur 'genius award' 
      Dr. Regina Benjamin, a Bayou La Batre physician known for her work in rural health care     
whose clinic has persevered through hurricanes and fire, has been granted a MacArthur 
Fellowship, often called the "genius award.έ  Benjamin, 51, will receive $500,000 over the 
next five years from Chicago-based John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation to spend 
on whatever she chooses. The foundation selects fellows from a range of talents and fields of 
study each year.  The founder of a rural clinic in Bayou La Batre is among this year's list of 25 
fellows that includes a novelist, an inventor of musical instruments and a neuroscientist.  "It's 
just an honor to be chosen and even to be nominated," Benjamin said Monday. 
 

                             The Bayou La Batre Rural Health Clinic treats all sick patients including the poor and                    
                        uninsured. About 4,500 patients rely on the clinic that has a sliding scale of fees for people               

                                                            with low or no income.  As a health care provider in the rural fishing town, she has been 
committed to serving patients even in times of crisis.  After Hurricane Georges struck the coast in 1998, she made house calls 
to patients in her pickup truck until her facility was repaired.  In the weeks after Hurricane Katrina in August 2005, she treated 
patients on the stage of a local community center.  "When Katrina happened, I went out to look for patients, but the patients 
didn't have any homes anymore, because all of Bayou La Batre was affected one way or the other," Benjamin said.  The clinic 
was quickly rebuilt and the staff was beginning to move in by year's end. But in the early morning hours on New Year's Day 
2006, a fire destroyed the rebuilt facility.   
 

     Construction on an 8,000-square-foot clinic elevated on pilings at the site of the original office began last year, Benjamin 
said, but her nonprofit operation has run out of rebuilding funds.  For now, the clinic continues to take patients in an office 
with a waiting room and two exam rooms, she said.  Benjamin said she has seen a rise in the number of her rural patients 
without insurance.  "People who were insured all their lives are losing their insurance, losing their jobs, or they just can't 
afford it anymore," Benjamin said.   
 

     Recipients of the MacArthur award are nominated anonymously. Benjamin had no idea she was in consideration until she 
got a phone call last week. Fellows receive $100,000 each year over five years. They can spend the money however they 
choose.  Benjamin said she wants to give a lot of thought and planning to how she'll spend the grant, but she knows she wants 
to help the community with the award.  She has considered creating a scholarship for middle school and elementary school 
students that would encourage them to become health care providers and study math and science.  "We don't have enough 
kids from rural communities, and particularly minority kids, going into health careers," Benjamin said.  Benjamin was the first 
black woman to be elected to the American Medical Association's board of trustees. She was a 1998 recipient of the Nelson 
Mandela Award for her commitment to providing health care to disadvantaged communities.    
 

     The MacArthur Fellows Program, started in 1981, has named 781 fellows in its history. Fellows are selected based on their 
creativity and potential to make future contributions.   "As a group, this new class of fellows takes one's breath away," said 
Daniel J. Socolow, the program's director, in a prepared statement. "Each is an original, and each confirms that the creative 
individual is alive and well, at the cutting edge, and at work to make our world a better place."                            

                         This article was written by a staff reporter of the Mobile Press-Register. 

 



 

  Snapshots from Class XVIIIΩs Discussion with the Governor 

Snapshots from Class XVIIIΩs  
Graduation Dinner 


