
 

  

Leading off 
 

Lynne Berry, Ann Florie, Guin Robinson 
and others have been hard at work on 
the Ad Hoc Committee on Membership 
Activities, and you will see the results in 
the calendar of events in this newsletter.  
You are invited to join the class several 
times during the program year to hear a 
variety of speakers on topics that may 
be of interest to you.  And the Spring 
Education Summit in April will feature 
Kati Haycock, President of Education 
Trust. 
 

After three years as program manager 
here at Leadership Alabama, Jan Hume 
has left us to become director of 
Alabama School Readiness Alliance.  We 
are proud of this wonderful opportunity 
for Jan and for those who have created 
the organization.  We are delighted to 
welcome Michelle Roth as the new 
program  
manager.   
Many of  
you will  
know  
Michelle  
from her  
many  
activities and services to non-profits 
here in Alabama.   
 

It is nomination season here at 
Leadership Alabama.  Please note the 
changes in the nominations/recruitment 
process and please get your nominations 
in by the deadline, January 15th. 
 

All of us at Leadership Alabama wish you 
a joyful holiday season and a peaceful 
new year.        

      Barbara Larson 

I hope you received by mail the call for nominations for 
members of Class XX.  Please take the time now to nominate 
one or more people that you feel should be involved in 
Leadership Alabama.  If you did not receive the nomination 
information and form in the mail, you may call the 
Leadership Alabama office or go to our website 
www.leadershipal.org and download a nomination form. 
 

As in the past, our nine regional councils will act as informal 
nomination/recruitment committees from their areas by 
reviewing the written nominations which have been 
received from the members.  I believe that regional councils’ 
efforts will result in broader geographic representation in 
Class XX.   
 

As you will see, the form asks for more in-depth information 
about a candidate than in the past.  This information from 
you will enable the board of directors to take a more 
strategic approach to assembling a representative group for 
the next class.  For your candidate(s) to be considered for 
participation, you should complete the form and return it 
to the Leadership Alabama office by the deadline indicated 
on the nomination form, January 15, 2009. 
 

As you know, diversity is the key to a successful program.  To 
insure a wide range of career and volunteer interests, and to 
make sure that there is broad geographic representation, it 
is sometimes necessary to defer a qualified candidate until 
the following year. All nominations are given thorough 
consideration.   
 

Leadership Alabama is growing in strength and numbers and 
has become a positive force in our state.  Your involvement 
and support are key to our continued success. 
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Class XX Selected Soon.  We Need Your Nominations! 
 

Leadership Alabama 
Post Office Box 631 

Montgomery, AL  36101 
 

Phone: (334) 265-2297   Fax: (334) 265-2296 
www.leadershipal.org    la@leadershipal.org  

http://www.leadershipal.org/
http://www.facebook.com/album.php?profile&id=1332634270


 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
        

        
      
                   

          

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WRITE IT DOWN! 
Leadership Alabama Membership Opportunities Coming in 2009... 
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APRIL 
 The Furniture of Home by Elyzabeth 
Gregory Wilder at the Alabama 
Shakespeare Festival, Montgomery.   
From the author of the hit play Gee’s Bend 
and winner of the prestigious American 
Theatre Critics’ Association Osborn Award 
comes Wilder’s latest masterwork.  Set in 
Bayou LaBatre, Alabama, in the devastating 
aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, four people 
struggle to rebuild their lives.  But outside 
forces threaten to hinder the journey that 
takes them from losing everything to finding 
the meaning of Home.  Details to come. 
 

 21st - Evening Reception with members of 
the 2009 Alabama Leadership Initiative at 
the Birmingham Museum of Art, 
Birmingham 
 

 22nd - Spring Education Summit co-
sponsored with A+ Education Partnership 
and PARCA, The Wynfrey Hotel, 
Birmingham.  Featuring Kati Haycock, one 
of the nation’s leading child advocates in the 
field of education.  She currently serves as 
President of the Education Trust in 
Washington D.C. 

 

MAY 

 17th Annual Production of ά¢ƻ Yƛƭƭ ŀ 
aƻŎƪƛƴƎōƛǊŘέ in Monroeville  
A two-act play adaptation by Christopher 
Sergel is presented on Monroeville’s 
downtown square by a local amateur cast.  
Details to come. 

 

FEBRUARY 

 10th - Evening Reception prior to the 
PARCA meeting at The Club, Birmingham  

 

 11th - Public Affairs Research Council of 
Alabama Annual Meeting at The Wynfrey 
Hotel, Birmingham 
Jim Williams invites all members to attend the 
PARCA annual meeting.  This year’s meeting 
will focus on the economic challenges in the 
nation and particularly in Alabama.  We are 
fortunate to have this opportunity to gain a 
realistic understanding of the challenges we 
will face. 

 

MARCH 
 6th - Michael Gallis, Michael Gallis & 
Associates, Charlotte, NC, presents to Class 
XIX at the Economic Development Retreat 
in Huntsville.  Membership is invited to 
attend. 
Gallis is widely considered one of America’s 
leading experts in large-scale metropolitan 
regional development strategies.  Morning 
presentation. 
 
 

 7th - Dr. Gail Cassell, member of 
Leadership Alabama and Vice President 
Scientific Affairs and Distinguished 
Research Scholar, Eli Lilly Labs, presents to 
Class XIX at the Economic Development 
Retreat in Huntsville.  Membership is 
invited to attend. 
 

Details will follow for both presentations. 

 



 

Alabama Leadership Initiative 
April 21 & 22, 2009 
 

The Alabama Leadership Initiative is a two-day program in 
which emerging leaders from across the state participate 
in a microcosm of the Leadership Alabama program year. 
They explore issues in education, economic development, 
politics and government with leading experts in these 
areas.  You are invited to nominate one or more emerging 
leaders, age 25-40, to participate in the 2009 Initiative. 
  

The Public Affairs Research Council of Alabama 
Roundtable joins Leadership Alabama as a cosponsor of 
the Initiative, providing participants a vehicle for 
continued community involvement after the program.  
  

The Initiative will serve a dual purpose: to expose young 
leaders to the decision makers in Alabama who are 
sensitive to the challenges we face as a state; and to 
promote the understanding and belief among the 
participants that a personal commitment to helping 
Alabama meet those challenges is a lifetime honor and 
obligation.  
  

The Alabama Leadership Initiative provides the individual 
participant with the unique opportunity to step inside the 
circle of decision makers and problem solvers who mold 
the future of our state. 
  

Look for information and nomination form for the ALI in 
your mail early in the new year.   

 

MEMBER PRESS 

The School Superintendents of 
Alabama named Dr. Suzanne 
Freeman (Class XV) Alabama’s 2009 
Superintendent of the Year.  District 
winners included Dr. Joyce Levey 
(Class XVII) and Dr. Eric Mackey 
(Class XIX).   

Sandra Nickel (Class XV) has 
been chosen by the 
Montgomery Chapter of the 
Women’s Council of 
Realtors as Businesswoman 

of the Year. 

Eddie Friend (Class II) was 
honored with the Outstanding 
Civic Leader Award by the 
Community Foundation of 
Greater Birmingham. 

Lee Thuston  
(Class XIX) was 
named president of 
the Alabama Wildlife 
Federation for the 

2008-2009 term. 

Isabel Rubio (Class XVI) 
was presented the 2008 
FBI Director’s Community 
Leadership Award. 

bƛƳǊƻŘ ¢Φ άwƻŘέ 
Frazer (Class II) has 
been inducted into 
the Alabama Business 
Hall of Fame. 

Dr. Joe Morton (Class I) 
is the recipient of the 
2008 State Policy 
Maker’s Award given by 
the State Educational 
Technology Directors 
Association. 

Cathy Gassenheimer 
(Class VI) was awarded 
the 2008 Southeastern 
Elementary Principal’s 
Award for outstanding 
contributions to 
education. 
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To bestow honor and recognition upon living Alabamians for 
their outstanding accomplishments and services, the Alabama 
Academy of Honor was created by the State Legislature on 
October 29, 1965. Each person elected to membership is a 
distinguished citizen of Alabama, chosen for accomplishment or 
service greatly benefitting or reflecting great credit on the State.  
Many of our members, most especially Tom Carruthers, are 
actively involved in the Academy.  Ed Bridges and his staff at the 
Department of Archives and History orchestrate a memorable 
induction ceremony each year.  We are so proud that all three 
2008 members are active members of Leadership Alabama.   
Being congratulated by Governor Bob Riley are Odessa Woolfolk 
(Class VI), Vaughan Inge Morrissette (Class III), and William E. 
Smith, Jr. (Class I). 
 

Three Leadership Alabama Stars  
Elected to the Alabama Academy of Honor 

 


