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I know you are as proud as I am about the nomination of Regina Benjamin as Surgeon General of the United States.  Regina 
participated in Class II, was helpful in planning a number of sessions on healthcare and served two terms on our board of 
directors.  You will enjoy the article on her nomination in this issue.   
 

Information update sheets were included with dues notices that went out recently.  We will print a new directory very 
soon, so please return your information card with or without changes. We want to print the most up-to-date directory  
possible.  Members whose dues are current will receive the directory free of charge.  Inactive members may purchase the 
directory from the Leadership Alabama office after it has been distributed.   
 

Lǘ ƛǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ !ƭŀōŀƳŀΩǎ нлth anniversary on May 20, 2010.  Guin Robinson has 
agreed to chair a planning committee for the event, and you have an opportunity to participate with either the planning  
or in the important job of encouraging your classmates and others in your area to attend.  Mark your calendar now! 
 

Under the leadership of the Board of Directors, the final roster for Class XX is confirmed.  I hope you will attend the re-
gional reception in your area to welcome them to Leadership Alabama. 

Leadership Alabama Class XX 



 

PRESIDENT OBAMA NOMINATES  
REGINA BENJAMIN AS SURGEON GENERAL 
Posted on The Blog at www.whitehouse.gov by Katherine Brandon 

       

       The President announced his nominee for the U.S. Surgeon  
       General, Dr. Regina Benjamin, at the White House on Monday,  
       July 13, 2009. Dr. Benjamin has an extensive and distinguished  
       career in medicine.  She is the Founder and CEO of the Bayou La 
       Batre Rural Health Clinic in Alabama, which aims to provide  
       primary care to people of any age regardless of their financial  
       situation. She previously served as Chair of the Federation of  
       State Medical Boards of the United States, and as the Associate  
       Dean for Rural Health at the University of South Alabama  
       College of Medicine. Additionally, she was chosen as President  
       of the Medical Association of Alabama in 2002, becoming the  
       first African-American woman to be president of a state medical 
society.  She was also the first African-American woman and physician under 40 to be elected to the American Medical 
Association Board of Trustees. She received the Nelson Mandela Award for Health and Human Rights in 1998, among 
other honors. 
 

The President emphasized this experience in his remarks, chronicling her dedication to providing health care for her rural 
community in the face of adversity: 
 

And that's why, even though she could have left the state to make more money as a specialist or as a doctor in a wealth-
ier community, Regina Benjamin returned to Alabama and opened a small clinic in Bayou La Batre.  When people could-
n't pay, she didn't charge them. When the clinic wasn't making money, she didn't take a salary for herself. When Hurri-
cane George destroyed the clinic in 1998, she made house calls to all her patients while it was rebuilt. When Hurricane 
Katrina destroyed it again and left most of her town homeless, she mortgaged her house and maxed out her credit cards 
to rebuild that clinic for a second time. She tended to those who had been wounded in the storm, and when folks 
needed medicine, she asked the pharmacist to send the bill her way.  
 

And when Regina's clinic was about to open for the third time, and a fire burned it to the ground before it could serve 
the first patient, well, you can guess what Dr. Benjamin did. With help from her community, she is rebuilding it again. 
One disabled patient brought her an envelope with $20 inside. Another elderly man said simply, "Maybe I can help. I got 
a hammer."   For nearly two decades, Dr. Regina Benjamin has seen in a very personal way what is broken about our 
health care system. She's seen an increasing number of patients who've had health insurance their entire lives suddenly 
lose it because they lost their jobs or because it's simply become too expensive. She's been a relentless promoter of pre-
vention and wellness programs, having treated too many costly and -- diseases and complications that didn't have to 
happen. And she's witnessed the shortage of primary care physicians in the rural and underserved areas where she 
works.  But for all that she's seen and all the tremendous obstacles that she has overcome, Regina Benjamin also repre-

sents what's best about health care in America -- doctors and nurses who give and care and 
sacrifice for the sake of their patients; those Americans who would do anything to heal a 
fellow citizen. 
 

As the President explained, through this personal experience working with the poor and  
uninsured, Dr. Benjamin understands firsthand the urgent need for health care reform.  As 
{ǳǊƎŜƻƴ DŜƴŜǊŀƭΣ ǎƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀŘǾƻŎŀǘŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀ ƪŜȅ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ 
care reform. 
   

In her remarks, Dr. Benjamin explained how she sees her role:  My hope, if confirmed as  
Surgeon General, is to be America's doctor, America's family physician. As we work toward a 
solution to this health care crisis, I promise to communicate directly with the American  
people to help guide them through whatever changes may come with health care reform.  
 
 

                 For video coverage of the news conference, please visit http://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/Dr-Regina-Benjamin-Nominee-for-Surgeon-General/ 
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http://www.whitehouse.gov/the_press_office/Remarks-By-The-President-In-Announcement-Of-US-Surgeon-General/
http://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/Dr-Regina-Benjamin-Nominee-for-Surgeon-General/


Leadership Alabama 20th Anniversary 
 

20th Anniversary Celebration in Birmingham on Thursday, May 20, 2010.   
Mark your calendar now for an event which will include class reunion luncheons, afternoon activities like golf and museum 
tours, a performance by The Capitol Steps, and a celebration dinner.  Guin Robinson is heading up our 20th Anniversary  
Committee, and if you would like to serve as an ambassador from your class in that effort please contact Guin 
(grobinson@jeffstateonline.com) or Barbara (blarson@leadershipal.org).  Guin will look to these class agents to encourage 
strong participation from everyone from Class I through Class XX.   

Class I Birmingham Members Class XIX Members at Graduation 

REGIONAL RECEPTIONS coming to your area soon! 
 
Please make plans to attend the Regional Reception in your area.  Come visit with friends 
and help welcome new members of Class XX.  Invitations will follow with details. 
 

Tuscaloosa - August 18th - Harrison Galleries - hosted by Jim Harrison  
Montgomery - August 20th - Office of Capell & Howard - hosted by Bill Coleman 
Huntsville - August 26th - Commons at McMullen Cove - hosted by Jeff Enfinger & Sandra Steele 
Birmingham - September 17th - Home of Mike & Gillian Goodrich 
Mobile - Date to be announced. 
Shoals - Date to be announced. 

My sincere thanks go to Mike Goodrich who is ending his two year term as 
Chair of our Board of Directors. During his tenure, Mike has revitalized the 
nomination and recruitment process by encouraging active involvement by 
members of the board.  You can recognize the results of his effort in the 
outstanding group assembled for Class XX.   Our new Chair, Sid McAnnally, 
has also played an important role in the restructuring of the core program 
by facilitating several of the retreats.  We look forward to benefitting from 
his continued leadership both within the class program and with the board 
of directors.  We appreciate the commitment of time and resources that 
we continue to receive from our volunteer leaders. 
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Class XIX Graduation 
May 16, 2009 

The Club 
Birmingham 


