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Leading Off 
 

Celebrating 20 Years.  It is hard 
to believe that we have seen 
two decades of established 
leaders work together through 
the program year and then 
move on to do great things for 
our State.  I hope you will be in 
Birmingham on May 20, 2010 
to mark this  exciting milestone. 
 
This newsletter contains  
important information about 
the reunion and other equally  
important opportunities for you 
to continue to be involved with 
Leadership Alabama.  Please 
pay particular attention to the 
nomination process that is  
getting underway for Class XXI.  
Your input through  
nominations of established 
leaders from across the state is 
essential to our continued  
success, so please respond 
thoughtfully and in a timely 
manner. 
 
Ashley and Michelle join me in 
wishing for you and your loved 
ones a peaceful and joyous  
holiday season. 
 

Call for Nominations for Class XXI 
 

You should have received by mail the call for nominations for members of Class 
XXI.  Please take the time now to nominate one or more people that you feel 
should be involved in Leadership Alabama.  This year you can submit a nomina-
tion online by going to our website www.leadershipal.org and clicking the  
Nomination link on the menu bar across the top.  If you did not receive the  
nomination information and form in the mail, you may call the Leadership  
Alabama office or go to our website  and fill out a nomination form online.   
 

As you will see, the form asks for more in-depth information about a candidate 
than in the past.  This information from you will enable the board of directors to 
take a more strategic approach to assembling a representative group for the 
next class.  For your candidate(s) to be considered for participation, you should  
complete the form and return it to the Leadership Alabama office by the  
deadline indicated on the nomination form, January 15, 2009. 
 

As you know, diversity is the key to a successful program.  To insure a wide 
range of career and volunteer interests, and to make sure that there is broad 
geographic representation, it is sometimes necessary to defer a qualified  
candidate until the following year. All nominations are given thorough  
consideration.   
 

Nominations guidelines were included in the mail-out and on the website.  
Please consider them carefully as you submit in your nominations.  You are the 
best source for identifying qualified candidates to participate in our program.  
Please take time now to send in your nominations. 

LEADERSHIP ALABAMA 
POST OFFICE BOX 631 

MONTGOMERY, AL  36101 
334-265-2297 

www.leadershipal.org 

Running for Office? 
 

In accordance with our mission statement, Leadership Alabama will encourage its 
members to act, individually and in concert, to move Alabama forward to help our 
state reach its full potential.  One of the greatest individual efforts one can make is 
to offer oneself for public office, and Leadership Alabama supports the efforts of 
those who do so. 
 
Please let us know if you are running for public office locally, regionally or  
statewide.  We will establish a special Campaign section on the Leadership Alabama 
website listing candidates and links to their campaign website.  We are proud of 
our members who are making this important commitment. 
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                                      20th Anniversary Celebration set for May 20, 2010, Birmingham 
 

Guin Robinson, chair of our 20th Anniversary Celebration, met with Class Ambassadors, representatives of Classes I 
through XIX, recently to make plans for an exciting event to bring all Leadership Alabama members together for a 
grand reunion.  The event will be held in conjunction with the final retreat for Class XX.  We will start with class 
reunion lunches planned by class ambassadors at venues around Birmingham.  Afternoon activities will include a 
golf outing at Riverchase Country Club; museum tours at McWane Science Center, Birmingham Civil Right  
Institute, and Birmingham Botanical Gardens among others.  The final event of the day will be a celebration at the 
Birmingham Museum of Art, including cocktails, a performance by The Capitol Steps, and dinner in the museum 
café. 
 

In anticipation of our anniversary, we would like to collect stories from members who feel they have been  
significantly impacted by the Leadership Alabama experience.  We hope to have some of the stories appear as 
op-eds in state newspapers and will compile all in a booklet.  Please submit your experience either as a complete 
essay, or we will be glad to ghost- write from your basic outline. 
 

Watch your mail and the Leadership Alabama website for Save the Date information and invitations for the  
ƭǳƴŎƘŜƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ  IŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƭŀǎǎ !ƳōŀǎǎŀŘƻǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜƭǇ ƛƴ ƭƻŎŀǘƛƴƎ 
and encouraging some class members who are inactive or out-of-touch.  I hope you will mark your calendar now 
and plan to be a part of the celebration. 
 

Class VIII 
Gail Andrews  gandrews@artsbma.org 
Jim Rotch  jrotch@babc.com 

 
Class IX 
Beverly Ross  rossbd@bellsouth.net 
Jacque Shaia  jsshaia@aol.com 

Linda Young  lyoung@wallace.edu 
 
Class X 
Gloria Dennard  gdennard2@aol.com 

Barry McGriff  barrym@mcgriffindustries.com 
 
Class XI 
Ann McMillan  amcmillan2006@bellsouth.net 
Henry Parsley  hparsley@dioala.org 

Gary Stokes  gstokes@aptv.org 
 
Class XII 
Deborah Bell Paseur  dbpaseur@bellsouth.net 

Helen McAlpine  mcalpine@drakestate.edu 
 
Class XIII 
Bob Blalock  bblalock@bhamnews.com 

Joanne Randolph  joannerandolph@comcast.net 
 
Class XIV 
Owen Bailey  owen.bailey@infirmaryhealth.org 

Dan Smalley  smalley@otelco.net 
Cathy Wright  cwright@clarusgroup.net 
 
 
 

 
 

Class I 
Beverly Baker  beverly.baker@ogletreedeakins.com 
Mary Jane Caylor  caylor@hiwaay.net 

Sandra Storm  sstorm1234@aol.com 
 
Class II 
Fox deFuniak  fox.defuniak@superiorbank.com 

Scotty McCallum  cmccallum@charter.net 
 
Class III 
Johnnie Aycock  johnnie@tuscaloosachamber.com 

Cathy Randall  prandall8@comcast.net 
 
Class IV 
Steve Bradley  ebrad@bellsouth.net 
Lenora Pate  lpate@sirote.com 

 
Class V 
Jenny Gauld  jennyg@uab.edu 
Jim Hughey  JHughey@brasfieldgorrie.com 

Grits Morris  grits@walkerprinting.com 
 
Class VI 
Phillis Belcher  gcidb@uwa.edu 

Fred Braswell  fbraswell@areapower.com 
Bob Jones  bjones@ubankal.com 
Spud Seale  jrs@hillhillcarter.com 
 

Class VII 
Charles Nash  cnash@uasystem.ua.edu 
Sandra Steele  sandrasteele@esd.net 
 

 

Class XV 
Deborah Goldstein  Debra.Goldstein@ssa.gov 
Gordon Stone  gspikeroad@aol.com 

Alan Zeigler  azeigler@babc.com 
 
Class XVI 
Al Folcher  agfolcher@charter.net 

Kristine Harding  Kristine@jhponline.com 
Vicki Hawsey  vicki.hawsey@wallacestate.edu 
 
Class XVII 

Mark Berte  markberte@gmail.com 
Kate Cotton  kate.cotton@protective.com 
Sue Helms  seasah1@knology.net 
 
Class XVIII 

Sharon Blackburn  sharon_blackburn@aldn.uscourts.gov 
Sandy Killion  srkillion@charter.net 
Edgar Marx  emarxjr@marxbrothersinc.com 
Tim Ritchie  tritchie@mcwane.org 

 
Class XIX 
Marquita Davis  dmarquita@aol.com 
Lucie Lee Lanoux  lllanoux@yahoo.com 

Fred McCallum  fred.mccallum@att.com 
Holland Powell  Holland@benefitdevelopment.com 
Dawn Stanley  dawn.c.stanley@nasa.gov 
 

 
 
 
 

 
                                                                       These email addresses are for the use of LA members only. 

Find your Class Ambassador below and email if you would like to volunteer or help. 

http://www.capsteps.com/


Alabama Leadership Initiative 2010       April 8-9, 2010 
 

The Alabama Leadership Initiative is a two-day program in which emerging leaders from across the state partici-
pate in a microcosm of the Leadership Alabama program year. They explore issues in education, economic devel-
opment, politics and government with leading experts in these areas.  You are invited to nominate one or more 
emerging leaders, age 25-40, to participate in the 2009 Initiative. 
  
 The Public Affairs Research Council of Alabama Roundtable joins Leadership Alabama as a cosponsor of the Ini-
tiative, providing participants a vehicle for continued community involvement after the program ended.  
  
The Initiative will serve a dual purpose: to expose young leaders to the decision makers in Alabama who are sen-
sitive to the challenges we face as a state; and to promote the understanding and belief among the participants 
that a personal commitment to helping Alabama meet those challenges is a lifetime honor and obligation.  
  
The Alabama Leadership Initiative provides the individual participant with the unique opportunity to step inside 
the circle of decision makers and problem solvers who mold the future of our state. 
  
Look for information and nomination form for the ALI in your mail early in the new year.   
 

January 30, 2010 
      Huntsville 
 Join Class XX to hear Ed McMahon, Senior Resident Fellow, Urban Land Institute.  His   
 presentation on sustainable development and growth management is both informative and 
 highly entertaining.  Look for an email later this month with information on place and time. 
 

February 5, 2010 
       Birmingham 
        Public Affairs Research Council of Alabama Annual Meeting, The Harbert Center 
 Jim Williams invites all members of Leadership Alabama to attend the PARCA annual meeting. 
 ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ нлмл ƎǳōŜǊƴŀǘƻǊƛŀƭ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŀƴŜƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ  
 Democratic and Republican candidates for governor. 
 

April 8τ9, 2010 
       Montgomery 
 Evening reception with members of the 2010 Alabama Leadership Initiative 
 Alabama Leadership Initiative 2010 
 

May 20, 2010 
       Birmingham 
 20th Anniversary Celebration, Birmingham Museum of Art 
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MEMBER NEWS 

 
 
 

David Muhlendorf 
(Class XIII) has been 
elected to the US 
Chamber of Com-
merce Board of 
Directors. 

Lynne Berry (Class III) is chairing the Board of Trustees 
of The Nature Conservancy, Alabama.  Lyndra Daniel 
(Class XX) is secretary.  Ann Florie (Class X), Tom Hamby 
(Class XI), Milton Harris (Class XIX), D.D. Martin (Class 
XV), Sid McAnnally (Class X), and Donald Sweeney 
(Class XII) also serve on the board. 

Karen Sellers (Class XX) has  
received the Ambassador of Caring 
Award from Equitable Life and 
Casualty Insurance Co.  The award 
is intended to honor the hard work 
of nonprofit organizations in their 
communities. 

Will Ferniany (Class 
XX) has been listed 
ƛƴ ά²ƘƻΩǎ ²Ƙƻ ƛƴ 
IŜŀƭǘƘ /ŀǊŜέ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 
Birmingham  
Business Journal. 

Sandral Hullett (Class I)  
recently joined the 
board of the Kettering 
Foundation. 

Susan Matlock (Class VII) 
has joined the  
community advisors 
board of Birmingham 
Angel Network LLC. 

Thom Gossom (Class II) 
is receiving high praise 
for his recently pub-
lished book Walk On: 
My Reluctant Journey 
to Integration. 
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Class XX Update 
 

Class XX kicked off the program year in Montgomery during the Orientation/Politics and Government Retreat. We  
discussed Alabama's past and present, the current state and national economic outlook, as well as gaining insight to the 
2010 election. 
 

We were fortunate to hear 
from Governor Bob Riley 
who shared his thoughts 
and took time for questions 
from the class. Later, we 
spent time at the State 
House and gained an inside 
perspective of the  
legislative process. 
 
Getting to know each other 
came easily through  
introductions and enjoying 
dine-arounds in the homes 
of Leadership Alabama  
members. Wrapping up the  
retreat, the Emergenetics exercise unveiled the many personality types in our group. 
 

This first retreat showed that, once again, we have another outstanding class joining the Leadership Alabama  
membership. 

Photo Courtesy of Robin Cooper, Office of Gov. Bob Riley 

Joyce Levey (Class XVII), Tusca-
loosa, has been named Alabama 
Superintendent of the Year.  She 
is one of the top four finalist for  
National Superintendent of the 
Year which will be announced in 
February.   


